
Name: ________________ 
Class: ________________ 

Stage 2 – Age of Exploration 

Lesson 3 Overview – The Early Explorers of Australia 

The questions to think about in this lesson are: 

 Who discovered Australia? 

 Why did people set sail to find Australia? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Watch: Early Explorers of Australia and New Zealand – animated map 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOD7hnqoCcQ 

2. Read: World Book Online (WBO) article about Willem Jansz (also known as Willem Janszoon) 

3. Watch: Youtube: Willem Janszoon 1 –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYI-9KLLTMk   morgan Delgado – Cape York then 1618 

4. Read – WBO article about Dirk Hartog 

5. Watch: Youtube: Dirk Harthog WA museum James Dexter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAspKoJNSnc 

6. Read: WBO article about Abel Tasman  

7. Watch: Abel Tasman: mapping the southern lands (1min 43) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBJJXsOgas8  

8. Read: WBO article about New Holland 

9. Read: WBO about William Dampier 

10. Watch: Youtube: a new voyage round the world – book review (4mins 35) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eurjmb2E8h4  

11. Complete: The lesson 3 – Early Explorers of Australia worksheet. Part A is a Cloze 

sentence activity, Part B – complete the timeline and fill in the missing information and Part 

C – Mapping the Early Explorers of Australia. Using the blank map and the information 

provided draw each explorer’s trip onto the one blank map of Australia. 

12. Please return all completed work to school so it can be marked. 

13. Optional: Weblink: Information about the Roaring forties: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Forties   

Kind Regards 

Ms Sauer – Teaching Librarian 

P.S. We will complete a lesson on Captain James Cook in lesson 4. 
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